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SYNOPSIS

SHORT SYNOPJSIS

The original voice of Siri, the Madam CJ Walker biographer and the sculptor of
Lady Gaga’s Fame perfume carriage are among the inspirational stories revealed
in this compelling documentary. From a very early age women are made to
believe that our relevance has an expiration date. Showing us the power of
resilience, defiance and the wisdom of experféEEE“the Beyond Sixty Project will

challenge the way we think about aging and the value of our own stories.

SYNOPSIS

In our modern society, women are broadly judged and valued by their age and
appearance. Despite their contributions to our history and prolific influence on our
culture, a tragic phenomenon often occurs in women over the age of sixty. They become
invisible. These later years are a time when women are at the height of their experiences
and accomplishments, yet this demographic's significance is rarely acknowledged in
media or literature. The Beyond Sixty Project is a documentary feature film that
challenges these conventions and reveals a window into the inspirational lives and

ongoing stories of every day women who have moved into senior citizen status.

Driven by a series of interviews with women ranging in age from their early sixties to
mid-eighties, the documentary highlights their resilience and challenges society's
definition of continued relevance. Rich in experiences and accomplishments, these
women continue to grow and challenge themselves as they move through the next
chapters in their lives. Through this film we celebrate the impact of these women, seek to
inspire younger generations and finally bring attention to the importance and
significance of their stories. The Beyond Sixty Project celebrates the power of a
documentary to connect its subjects, all women over the age of 60, with an audience base
that spans generations through personal story-telling by offering relatable themes of

success, loss, experience, resilience and continued relevance.



DIRECTOR STATEMENT

As the Director and Executive Producer of the Beyond Sixty Project, this is also my story.
For decades, I had a highly successful career as a Vice President creating and running a
division of a large national company. My life dream, however, has always been to be a
filmmaker. As I approached what most people consider to be retirement age, I began to take
an inventory of my life. I knew there was more that I wanted to do. My partners on the
company’s executive team would often hear me lament that I did not want to die at my
desk. At 65, after a fortuitous day on the set with a famous director, I knew how I would
parlay retirement into a new career. I took a calculated risk and left all that was secure and

comfortable in order to become a filmmaker.

Reactions from colleagues, friends and family were varied. Some thought I was too old to
take on something so different. Some believed that because I had worked for more than
three decades in a high powered corporate career that I should take the usual route to
retirement and spend my days relaxing. I disagreed with them, and so do many women over
the age of 60. Older women continue to succeed in all they do because they are at the most
confident times in their lives. Our multitude of work and life experiences has led us to a
place where there is no longer fear in change. There is fear in not making changes. We are a
curious group looking for challenges that will not only fulfill us but hopefully offer

something to others in return.
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DIRECTOR STATEMENT

When I started the project I spent weeks researching women I could relate to, women who
showed resilience and continued relevance as they aged. What I found was a number of
stories about aging celebrities with an emphasis on fashion or beauty. Not what I was
searching for. It was clear the everyday woman over age 60 was not easily found through
routine internet searches. After a few changes to my research tactics I began to make some

connections. Before too long I had more women willing to tell their stories than I had film

time.

After extensive phone interviews, the women were chosen, film dates secured, and I
criss-crossed the country for the next two years to film their stories. What I loved about each
woman were the very distinct differences in their backgrounds and life experiences. What
they all had in common was resilience and continuing relevance. Their stories, like mine,
have many twists and turns with important lessons learned along the way. The women are
strong and courageous and refuse to fade into the shadows of old age. Some have broken
through glass ceilings. All have quietly helped to pave the way for generations of women to
come. We may be invisible as you pass us on the street but if you stop for a minute and

listen to our stories you may be surprised by what we have experienced and what we have

planned for the future.

A story can only truly be a story if it is shared. By sharing our stories, we can strengthen
inter-generational ties, keep histories alive and offer solutions to others as they navigate life.
The Beyond Sixty Project women do just that. My hope is to challenge others who may

think aging is a negative process and inspire them through these compelling stories.

Wetesia

Director, Beyond Sixty Project




THE WOMEN

ALELIA BUNDLES

Author / Journalist

A former Emmy award-winning producer with ABC News
and NBC News. Learn about her desire to leave her career

in order to trace her family history and recount the story of

her famous relative Madam CJ] Walker.

SUSAN BENNETT

Voice-Over Artist / Musician

Listen to Susan’s fascinating story about how she became the
original voice of Siri. Not stopping any time soon, Susan
continues to expand her work. She and her husband recently

started a band named Siri Sings.

CELESTE WALKER

Actress / Adjunct Professor

Celeste holds a MFA in Acting from the Actor’s Studio
Drama School at the New School University in New York
City. Apart from acting, directing and teaching, Celeste has
been a pioneer in bringing these disciplines to other

professional realms.

KAREN ATTA

Sculptor / Founder, Atta Inc.

Owner and founder of Atta Studios, a sculptural fabrication
powerhouse in New York City with clients like Lady Gaga and
the WWE Hall of Fame, Atta is world renowned. Not slowing
down for retirement, Atta is working on a special personal

project we will see in a gallery soon.

PEGGY ANN BRADNICK
Mental Health Advocate / Author

Pegey made national headlines when at age 17 she was abducted by
a man who lay in wait behind a tree at her rural bus stop. Her faith
and resilience carried her through the ordeal known as “Eight Days
at Shade Gap” with a vow of forgiveness and promise to work to

improve mental health support for the criminally insane.

SARA PICASSO LAVNER
Drama Therapist & Psychoanalyst / Author

Sara was once married to Pablo Picasso’s son, Claude. Sara
gives us details of her life in the New York City art world in
the late 60’s and early 70’s. She recently published her first
book, The Glitter Factory.



THE WOMEN

PAULA YANKAUSKAS

Veterinarian / Swimmer

Dr. Paula Yankauskas is a veterinarian and owner of Lamoille
Valley Veterinary Services in Hyde Park, V'T. Aside from
running one of Vermont’s largest vet practices, Paula is an avid
swimmer. In September 2016, Paula became the oldest U.S.

woman to swim the English Channel.

THE SUN GCITY POMS

Dynamic cheerleaders and performers all between the ages
of 55 and 85 are entertaining crowds at more than 50
shows each year. Representing aging in a unique way, these
women embody resilience. Some of the Poms suffer from
severe and chronic medical conditions but their sheer

determination helps them power on.

GLORIA TOLLA

Performer

After suffering from severe osteoarthritis for more than four
decades, Gloria defeated her addiction to pain medication. She
joined the Sun City Poms, who inspired her drive to keep

marching.

GRETA PAULSEN

Director, Secretary & Performer

As Director of the Sun City Poms, Greta coordinates dozens of
performances each year. She provides an overview of the history
and formation of this uniquely talented organization of senior

WOIT€11.

PAT WEBER
Secretary & Choreographer

Pat has been a Sun City Pom since 2003, and has played
almost every role within the Poms. Despite past surgeries
and a current diagnosis of Stage 4 cancer, Pat continues to
split her time between the Poms' busy schedule and dancing

to live music every week.
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PRESS

REVIEWS & ENDORSEMENTS

“One thing we consistently hear from the people we serve, and especially the baby boomers who are
rapidly aging into Medicare, is they want to stay healthy to pursue life’s dreams,” said David Shapiro,
senior vice president for consumer and provider experience, UnitedHealthcare. “We view our role as
helping people live the lives they want as they age, and Melissa’s ilm showcases women who are doing
just that — and powerfully — which is why we’re glad to have the chance to support it.”

- UHC Newsroom - Community Article, November 2017

Click to read the article

MEDIA
'The Philadelphia Inquier, December 6, 2017

Click to read the article

6ABC - The Art of Aging, April 20 2018

Click to read the article

The Retirement Wisdom Podcast

Click to listen to the podcast



https://newsroom.uhc.com/community/engagement/BeyondSixtyProject.html
https://content.blubrry.com/theretirementconversation/The_Retirement_Conversation-Episode_5-Should_I_Stay_or_Should_I_Go_MIX_REVISED.mp3
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/business/small_business/m-night-shyamalan-asked-this-grandmother-a-question-triggering-her-career-change-at-65-20171206.html?amphtml=y
https://6abc.com/amp/health/art-of-aging-filmmaker-reinvents-herself-in-retirement/3366012/
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